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Chart of the Month
In celebration of 6 Meridian achieving its 10-year anniversary 
milestone, we are taking a quick look back at the Top 10 Events 
impacting markets since the practice’s founding. As we often discuss, 
everything seems so obvious after it happens, but in the last decade, 
the market has endured through a lot of excitement and concern.

Sept. 2016: 6 Meridian opens its new doors, setting forth on a 
vision to better serve our most important assets – our clients, 
employees, and community.
Nov. 2016: Donald Trump was elected President of the United 
States, a stunning result at the time given what was considered 
to be long-shot odds by political forecasters and media.
Dec. 2017: The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act was signed, driving lower 
corporate tax rates and boosting the bottom line of U.S. businesses.
Mar. 2018: The U.S. and China initiate a Trade War that disrupted and 
reshaped global supply chains, e�ects that remain relevant today.
Dec. 2018: The S&P 500 falls 20% as a culmination of the Fed 
continuing to tighten policy amidst the Trade War, falling oil
prices, and concerns of a slowing economy.
Mar. 2020: COVID, no further explanation needed, but the stimulus 
provided would have implications in the years ahead.
Feb. - Mar. 2022: Russia invades Ukraine, creating major geopolitical 
implications and sparking concerns about the global energy and 
food supplies. Shortly thereafter, the Federal Reserve begins an 
aggressive rate-hiking cycle as the economy was faced with 
rapidly increasing prices that propelled inflation to peak at about 
9% in June 2022. The inflationary pressures primarily stemmed 
from the COVID-era fiscal and monetary stimulus, but the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict added further pressure through 
higher commodity prices.

In September 2016, 6 Meridian was founded with a simple belief: clients deserve something better. Ten years later, that belief remains at the 
center of everything we do. Thank you for allowing us to be part of your financial journey and for the confidence you've placed in our team. 
We are grateful for the last ten years, and even more excited about what comes next. 6meridian.com/2026/09/ten-years 
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6 Meridian is a group comprised of investment professionals registered with Hightower Advisors, LLC, an SEC registered investment adviser. Some investment professionals may also be registered with Hightower Securities, LLC, member FINRA and SIPC. 
Advisory services are o�ered through Hightower Advisors, LLC. Securities are o�ered through Hightower Securities, LLC. This is not an o�er to buy or sell securities. No investment process is free of risk, and there is no guarantee that the investment process 

or the investment opportunities referenced herein will be profitable. Past performance is neither indicative nor a guarantee of future results. The investment opportunities referenced herein may not be suitable for all investors. All data or other information 
referenced herein is from sources believed to be reliable. Any opinions, news, research, analyses, prices, or other data or information contained in this presentation is provided as general market commentary and does not constitute investment advice. 6 
Meridian and Hightower Advisors, LLC or any of its a�liates make no representations or warranties express or implied as to the accuracy or completeness of the information or for statements or errors or omissions, or results obtained from the use of this 

information. 6 Meridian and Hightower Advisors, LLC assume no liability for any action made or taken in reliance on or relating in any way to this information. The information is provided as of the date referenced in the document. Such data and other 
information are subject to change without notice. This document was created for informational purposes only; the opinions expressed herein are solely those of the author(s) and do not represent those of Hightower Advisors, LLC, or any of its a�liates.

Hightower Advisors, LLC or any of its a�liates do not provide tax or legal advice. This material is not intended or written to provide and should not be relied upon or used as a substitute for tax or legal advice. Information contained herein does 
not consider an individual’s or entity’s specific circumstances or applicable governing law, which may vary from jurisdiction to jurisdiction and be subject to change. Clients are urged to consult their tax or legal advisor for related questions.

Nov. 2022: OpenAI releases ChatGPT, kicking o� a new era in 
technological advancement and big promises for the future of 
business. Artificial Intelligence remains the dominant theme across 
equity markets today.
Mar. 2023: Silicon Valley Bank failed, prompting fears of contagion 
amongst regional banks. Concerns ultimately proved to be short-lived, 
despite a few additional subsequent failures.
Apr. 2025: “Liberation Day” tari� announcements rattled markets and 
sparked significant volatility. But swift modifications to some terms 
eased investor concerns and the downturn was ultimately short-lived.

At the end of all these headlining events and stories, global markets 
have continued to endure, providing investors with strong returns 
so long as they had remained committed to their plan. That’s what 
6 Meridian is here to help our clients do: preserve, protect, and grow 
wealth for today, tomorrow, and for future generations. 
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SOURCE: Bloomberg
ETFs/Benchmarks Used: US Large (SPY), US Small (IJR); Non-US Developed (EFA); Emerging 
Markets (EEM); US Agg. Bonds (AGG); US HY Bonds (HYG); Muni Bonds (MUB); Gold (GLD); 
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