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Chart of the Month
“Double” – a commonly used word across various settings such as:
• The Rule of 72: Shortcut to calculate the time it takes to
double an investment
• “Double or Nothing”: Risk it all for a higher payout
• Baseball “double”: Reaching 2nd base
• “Double Take”: Looking twice in surprise
• “Two-for-one”: A bargain shopper’s dream
This month’s chart focuses on “doubling” di�erently, capturing a
recent event that occurred at unprecedented speed. It shows a list
of today’s largest global companies and the time it took for their
market value to increase from $500 billion to $1 trillion. What stands
out is the meteoric rise of the bottom three – Samsung, SK Hynix,
and Micron1 – which achieved this milestone far more quickly than
the companies before them. Notably, all three reached this milestone
within the month of May. According to the data, it took just 48
trading days for Micron, 61 for SK Hynix, and 82 for Samsung.1
These three companies all share a common theme: exposure to
the AI-driven demand cycle and a product set focused on memory.
It is no coincidence that all have achieved this recent success in a
similar fashion. Historically, the memory product business has
been highly cyclical, based on the ebbs and flows of end-market
demand. At present, however, the insatiable appetite for building
out AI infrastructure has created a surge in near-term profit
expectations.
Despite this recent move in a few stocks being eye-catching,
especially given their already large size, doubling an investment

Estate planning is about creating clarity, control, and e�ciency for the people and causes that matter most to you. A thoughtful plan starts 
with the essentials: wills, powers of attorney, and proper beneficiary designations. It can also extend into more advanced strategies designed 
to reduce taxes, protect assets, and guide how wealth is transferred across generations. 
With the right structure in place, you can simplify complex decisions, minimize potential challenges, and help ensure your wishes are carried 
out the way you intend. Review our Estate and Trusts Guide for more details: 6meridian.com/estates-and-trusts-2026.
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is typically a longer-term process. One way to frame this is through the 
“Rule of 72,” a simple estimate on how long it takes an investment to 
double based on its expected annual return. For example: 72 / 6% = 12 
years. Thus, an investment earning 6% annually will take 12 years to 
double in value. 
Short bursts of rapid growth can occur, particularly in a highly concen-
trated setting. However, sustained wealth creation and preservation is 
more often driven by consistent compounding over time.
1. Clark, A., & Hamilton, A. (2026, May 27). The ‘Insatiable’ Logic Behind Micron’s ‘Extreme’ Gains. Barron's.
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