
Later is Now

“I’ll do it later.”

In today’s world, keeping up with our many responsibilities and commitments can feel like a constant 

juggling act. Our busy lives and full plates make it easy to overlook the necessity of organizing and 

sharing the details of our most crucial contacts, assets, and documents to loved ones. 

As we continue to put off this tedious work, eventually “later” must become “now.” 

Ensuring that your family is aware of the location and specifics of these critical items is not only 
a practical step but a profoundly considerate one. 

Read on as we outline three powerful reasons to consider inventorying and sharing this 

information now, not later.

Simplification
The first, most immediate benefit of taking inventory and communicating the details of your vital contacts, 
assets, and documents is simplification. 

GAIN INSIGHT AND CONSOLIDATE.  Through the process of gathering this inventory, you’ll gain a 
bird’s-eye view of your overall financial picture. You can also take the opportunity to simplify your life by 
consolidating assets wherever possible. 

STREAMLINE EMERGENCY SITUATIONS.  Life can be unpredictable. In the event of sudden illness, 
incapacity, or death, having all necessary information readily accessible can significantly reduce the burden on 
your family. In emergencies, time is often of the essence. If your loved ones need to access medical records, 
insurance documents, or financial accounts quickly, having a clear and organized system can prevent 
unnecessary delays. This can be particularly crucial when making medical decisions or handling urgent financial 
matters.

EASE ADMINISTRATIVE BURDENS.  Settling an estate or managing financial affairs can be a complex 
and time-consuming process. By providing a comprehensive inventory of your accounts, assets, and their 
locations—including wills, deeds, and titles, all of which are essential for a smooth transition and 
management of your estate—you can simplify this process and save valuable time and effort for your loved 
ones. 



PREVENT LEGAL COMPLICATIONS.  Disorganized or incomplete information can lead to legal 
complications, including probate delays and disputes among heirs. Clear communication and thorough 
documentation help ensure that your estate is settled without unnecessary legal entanglements. This 
foresight can prevent long, drawn-out legal battles that can strain relationships and deplete resources.

Clarity
The second valuable benefit of communicating about this crucial topic is clarity, which eliminates ambiguity 
and confusion about your wishes and intentions.

ENSURE ACCURATE EXECUTION OF YOUR WISHES.  When you explicitly communicate your 
intentions and instructions regarding your health, finances, or the distribution of your estate, you leave no 
room for misinterpretation. This is especially important for your will, healthcare directives, and power of 
attorney documents. Clear instructions help your loved ones carry out your wishes accurately.

REDUCE FAMILY CONFLICTS.  Financial matters can often lead to conflicts within families, especially 
in the absence of clear guidance. By clearly outlining your intentions and providing all necessary 
documentation, you can mitigate potential disputes among heirs and ensure that your decisions are 
respected. This clarity can help maintain family harmony during emotionally challenging times.

PROVIDE A FINANCIAL ROADMAP. In many families, one member often takes the lead in managing 
financial affairs. If that person becomes incapacitated or passes away, the remaining family members may 
struggle through frustration or confusion. Providing a detailed roadmap that includes contact information 
for financial advisors, account numbers, and instructions for managing investments can empower your loved 
ones to take over financial responsibilities with confidence. 

Contentment
Finally, a profound benefit of gathering and communicating this vital information is contentment, for both 
you and your loved ones. 

ALLEVIATE ANXIETY.  Many people worry about the aftermath of their death or incapacitation and how 
their families will cope. By taking proactive steps to organize and communicate your important information, 
you can alleviate much of this anxiety. Knowing that your loved ones have the necessary information to 
handle your affairs can provide a significant sense of relief.

PROVIDE EMOTIONAL COMFORT.  During times of grief, having to deal with administrative and 
financial matters can be an overwhelming burden. By preparing and sharing a detailed inventory of your 
documents and assets, you allow your family to focus on healing and supporting one another, rather than 
grappling with uncertainties and logistical challenges.

STRENGTHEN FAMILY BONDS.  Open communication about your financial and legal affairs can 
strengthen family bonds and breed transparency. It demonstrates a level of trust and respect for your loved 
ones and can prompt important conversations about financial literacy and responsibility. An informed and 
cohesive family unit is better prepared to support one another in times of need.

ENCOURAGE A LEGACY OF PREPAREDNESS.  By modeling organized and proactive behavior, you set 
a precedent for future generations. Your children and grandchildren are likely to recognize the importance of 
clear communication and preparedness and adopt these practices in their own lives. This legacy of planning 
can ensure that your family remains strong and resilient in the face of any challenges that may arise.
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F I N A L  T H O U G H T S

Communicating with your loved ones about your important contacts, assets, and documents 

is a critical step towards ensuring their well-being and honoring your wishes. 

By taking the time to organize and share this vital information, you demonstrate foresight, 

care, and love for your family, helping them navigate life’s uncertainties with confidence 

and ease.
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